WALK ON

(Short film)

By Steven Afarin

In this world of violence, hate, and racism.

You have to ask yourself one question.

Can you change who you are?

No, you can’t. 

So what you got to do is put your head down and walk on.

SCENE 1

FADE IN:

EXT.SCHOOL QUAD-DAY

We open up with the camera focusing on a school quadrangle, it is empty, except for ELIAS YOUNIS, 17; he sits alone on a silver bench. Three boys walk towards Elias, TOM WILSON, 17, is the boy’s leader. 

TOM

Oi!

ELIAS

(LOOKING UP)

What?

TOM

Why the fuck do you come to this school for? 

ELIAS

What the fuck are you talking about?

TOM

I asked you, why the fuck you go to this school?

ELIAS

Sue me. 

TOM

This is an Aussie school, you do realise that you’re the only wog, isn’t it obvious, we don’t want you here at this school. Nobody likes you.  

ELIAS

(STANDING UP)

What the fuck did you say to me?

TOM

You heard me you fucking wog.

Elias looks at the boys, he then looks at Tom and punches him. The other boys jump on Elias and start to punch him.
SCENE 2
CUT TO:

INT.PRINCIPLE’S OFFICE-LATER THAT DAY

The PRINCIPLE, 47, sits in his office with Elias and his mother KATHY YOUNIS, 46. Elias has a bruised eye after the fight. 

PRINCIPLE

I’m afraid that this little rivalry that Eli has going on here has to stop. 

KATHY

What rivalry?

PRINCIPLE

Well the rivalry between Elias and Tom. The other boy in the fight. 

KATHY

Ok.

PRINCIPLE

I am afraid that I am going to suspend Eli for two weeks, and he gets to miss out on his formal. 

KATHY

What? He didn’t start it. 

PRINCIPLE

That’s not what the other boys said.

KATHY

Why would he start a fight with three other boys? 

PRINCIPLE 

(POINTING AT ELI)

He threw the first punch!

KATHY

Because one of the boys called him a wog and said that nobody like him here. 

PRINICPLE

Well, he is a “wog” isn’t he? 

Eli and Kathy look at the Principle shocked. 

PRINCIPLE

(CON’T)

I don’t know why he always gets worked up about it.

KATHY

You listen to me, if my son wasn’t so close of his HSC finals, I would get him the fuck out of this school. 

PRINCIPLE

Well, I am sorry you feel that way. 

KATHY

What about the other boys? Do they get a punishment?

PRINCIPLE

I can’t punish the boys if they were just trying to defend themselves. 

KATHY

They were defending themselves by bashing my son?

PRINCIPLE

I’m sorry, Ms Younis, but it’s out of my hands.

KATHY

(STANDING UP)

What kind of fucking principle are you?

SCENE 3
CUT TO:

INT.CAR-DAY

Kathy sits in the car seat, as Elias sits in the passenger seat. 

KATHY

Don’t worry about them, Elias.  

ELIAS

How can I not? I go to school with them.

KATHY

They just talk shit, Eli. 

ELIAS

Why can’t I go back to my old school?

KATHY

Because, Eli. I don’t want you to end up like John. 

ELIAS

I’m not going to end up like John!

KATHY

Well, you were heading that way if we stayed there. 

ELIAS

Yeah and where did we move to? The most Aussie filled suburb of Sydney.

KATHY

If we would of stayed there. If you would still be with that crew that you big cousin is with. You would have defiantly ended up dead. And, you would of defiantly not have graduated from high school.

ELIAS

Look at this place! I’m the only one with dark hair, and dark eyes. I just sometime wish that I wasn’t a wog. 

Kathy hits Elias over the head. 

KATHY

Don’t ever say that! Don’t ever hate what you are! Be proud. Fuck whatever anyone says!

SCENE 4
CUT TO:

EXT.PARK-DAY

Elias and his cousins, JOHN, 19, and DAVE, 18, are playing with a soccer ball in the park. Tom, and three other boys, NATHAN, 18, MARK, 18 and CRAIG, 18 walk past the park, until Tom sees Elias, Tom holds a football.  

TOM

Guys, that’s him. That’s the fucking wog. 

NATHAN

Who are the other two?

TOM

Probably his cousins heard their kind always walk around in groups of their cousins.

CRAIG

(CHUCKLING)

Their nothing. 

MARK

Let’s go over there. 

Tom, Nathan, Mark and Craig run towards Elias, and the other two. 

TOM

Oi, wog boys! I see you’re playing soccer. Typical for wogs, why don’t you play a real man’s sport like footy? 

ELIAS

Sorry, we don’t like jumping on other guys trying to pull them down on the ground. John, that’s the fucker. 

JOHN

Are you the prick that gave my little cousin a black eye?

TOM

Who the fuck are you?

JOHN

Your worst nightmare. 

Tom drops the football and grabs John by his collar. Dave pulls out a knife.

DAVE

Is there a problem here? 

TOM

(LETTING GO OF JOHN)

You bet there is. 

DAVE

Piss off then. 

TOM

(POINTING AT ELIAS)

See you around Eli! 

Tom picks up his football and walks away; Mark, Nathan and Craig follow him. 

JOHN

Don’t worry about them, Cuz. 

SCENE 5
CUT TO:

INT.ELI’S HOUSE-NIGHT

Kathy sits in the lounge room, Elias enters his home. 

KATHY

Eli.

ELIAS

Yes, mum?

KATHY

I saw you today with John and Dave. 

ELIAS

So?

KATHY

I told you not to hang out with them anymore. 

ELIAS

Ma, there my cousins. 

KATHY

And, they are my nephews, and yet I don’t see their mothers. 

ELIAS

That’s your problem, Ma. 

KATHY

Eli, I don’t want the police knocking on my door one night.

ELIAS

Relax, Ma. You’re too paranoid.

SCENE 6 

CUT TO:

INT.ELI’S ROOM-LATER THAT NIGHT

Eli is on his bed, his phone receive a text message from John. He opens it up, it reads, 

BRO, WE FOUND OUT WHERE THAT AUSSIE PRICK TOM IS, HIS MATES FROM THE PARK ARE WITH HIM. ME, DAVE AND HUSSAN ARE ACROSS THE STREET FROM HIS HOUSE, WE’RE GOING TO FUCK HIM UP. 

Eli smiles. He replies back.

DO IT, BUT JUST BASH HIM. 
SCENE 7
CUT TO:

EXT.STREET-CONTINOUS

John, Dave and HUSSAN, 18, stand across the street from Tom’s house. Tom, Craig, Mark and Nathan are seen inside drinking beer. John receives the message; he opens it and reads it. 

JOHN

(HAPPY)

Fuck yeah! Let’s go, we’re doing it. 

John and Dave walk towards the house. John knocks on the door; Tom answers the door and is shocked to see who is at his door. 

TOM

(SCARED)

Shit!

John tackles Tom down, Dave and Hussan runs into the house. 

CUT TO:

INT.TOM’S HOUSE-CONTINOUS

Dave runs at Craig and punches him; Hussan runs at Mark and starts to punch him, Nathan grabs Dave and pushes him down, Dave pulls out his knife and stabs Nathan. John punches Tom; he turns to see Dave with his knife in Nathan’s stomach. 

JOHN

(SHOCKED)

Dave! Shit! Let’s get the fuck out of here!

John, Dave and Hussan run out of the house. 

CUT TO:

EXT.STREET-CONTINOUS

John, Dave and Hussan run down the street. 

JOHN

(LOOKING AT DAVE)

We’re fucked bro. 

SCENE 8
CUT TO:

INT.ELI’S HOUSE-THE NEXT NIGHT

Eli sits in front of the T.V. There is a knock at the door, Kathy gets out of her room and answers it, and two POLICE OFFICERS stand outside of the door. Kathy looks back at Eli. 

CUT TO:

EXT.ELI’S HOUSE-CONTINOUS

The police car has its lights on, the neighbours our out looking on at what is going on, Kathy stands on the drive way, the two police officers have Eli in handcuffs, they walk him down the drive way, as Eli walks past Kathy he sees her in tears. Eli puts his head down.

NEIGHBOUR

Fucking wogs. 

ELI 

(V.O)

I failed to walk on. 

FADE OUT:

CREDITS ROLL

THE END

