SCENE 1

EXT.
LARGE OPEN FIELD - NIGHT

The deafening sound of silent night blasts.

The moon is bright and sits high above a lone tree standing top left of the field.  Wooden fence stumps surround the field but the wire between them has been removed.  

Something suddenly falls from a branch of the tree and the camera moves closer.  A SMALL GIRL, 7, crouches on a branch above the ground.  A slightly bigger BOY, 8, stands beneath her looking up.

JESSE

Ruby! Jump, I’ll catch you.  I promise.  

PAUSE

Ruby jumps but Jesse does not catch her.  She lands on her hands and knees hard.

JESSE

Oops.  Sorry.

Ruby pushes herself up and looks at her hands.  They are covered in dirt.  

RUBY

My hands are all dirty.

SCENE 2

INT.
BEDROOM - NIGHT 

A WOMAN, approximately 26, wakes up abruptly.  She is lying in bed with a man beside her.  The man’s face can’t be seen, though the back of his head and naked back can be.  The rest of him disappears under the blankets.  The woman sits up, pulling the blanket unintentionally with her to hide her naked chest.

RUBY

I need a cigarette.

She reaches around and pulls a long sleeve T-shirt from beside the bed and pulls it over her head.  Standing up on the bed, wearing only the T-shirt and underwear, she steps over the sleeping man and walks out of the bedroom door.  

SCENE 3

INT.
HALLWAY - NIGHT

Ruby’s back can be seen as she walks down the hallway.  A CAT weaves in between her legs.

RUBY 

Hey perrty, Princess.  Where have you been?

Ruby reaches down and scoops up the cat, carrying it with her as she continues down the hall.  The camera stops at a hallway buffet with a glowing lamp on it.  There are also two sets of keys and a turned down photo frame.

SCENE 4

EXT.
BACK PATIO - NIGHT


Ruby is sitting on the edge of a small concrete step. It is dark except for the light that filters out from the kitchen.  Ruby holds an unlit cigarette in her hand and a lighter in the other.  She PAUSES a moment, staring upwards, before lighting the cigarette.  The melody from ‘I only have eyes for you’ by The Flamingos can be heard mutely from a neighbours house.  

The music gets louder and the darkness fades up to an overly bright screen, like an overexposed flash from a camera.  Music snaps off suddenly.

SCENE 5

INT.
KITCHEN - MORNING

Ruby sits at a kitchen table eating a bowl of cereal.  She is facing towards a glass sliding door and away from the rest of the house.  

A MAN, approximately 27, enters from behind her.  Ruby freezes with the spoon halfway to her mouth when she hears him enter but she doesn’t turn around.

JESSE

Morning, Ruby.

He continues walking until he is standing directly behind.  He leans in and tries to kiss her but she leans suddenly in the opposite direction with the pretense of grabbing the paper.

RUBY

Morning, Jesse.

Jesse takes a small step back and watches her.  Ruby ignores him and reads the paper.  

RUBY

turning halfway to Jesse

What?

JESSE 

Nothing, I’m going.  I’ll see you tonight.

SCENE 6

EXT.
A BENCH OUTSIDE A CINEMA - MIDDAY

Ruby sits on the bench, her knees are pushed together and she is trying to roll a cigarette.  A gust of wind blows the tobacco from her lap.

RUBY

Shit!

She jumps up and runs down the street.

Ruby is wearing Mary Janes that she had untied shoes earlier, causing her to fall down. She pushes herself upward to see Jesse.  

JESSE

Tobacco in his hand.

Lose something?

RUBY

Stares up at Jesse.

JESSE

Extends other hand.

Need a hand?

SCENE 7

INT.
KITCHEN - NIGHT

Ruby sits at the kitchen table with a bottle of red wine bottle in her lap.  Jesse sits behind her on the couch with his head in his hands.  

PAUSE

Jesse stands up and walks to Ruby, he moves the red wine bottle out of her lap and puts his head there.

SCENE 8

INT.
LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Ruby sits with her legs over Jesse, they are eating ice-cream and the glow of the TV is highlighted on their face.

RUBY

What’s going?

PAUSE

Jesse, why did he go there? 

PAUSE

Jesse?

JESSE

Shoves his spoon into Ruby’s mouth.

RUBY

Hey!

JESSE 
Can I ever watch a movie without questions?

RUBY

Yes, (PAUSE) you’ll just have to watch it without me.

JESSE

Rubs Ruby’s face.

Than I wouldn’t want it any other way.

RUBY

Awww.

Jumps on Jesse and starts pecking him continuously on the face.

SCENE 9

EXT.
PATIO - NIGHT

Ruby sits on the concrete, the cigarette forgotten in her fingers. A MAN walks out.

MAN

Reaches out and touches her shoulder.

Ruby--

RUBY

You should go.  He’ll be home soon.

He watches her for a beat before turning and leaving.  Ruby puts out her cigarette and walks back inside.

SCENE 10

INT.
HALLWAY - NIGHT

Ruby walks down the hallway.  As she walks past the hallway buffet she reaches out and lifts up a photo that has been lying down.  It is a photo of herself and Jesse.  She turns off the light. 

