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1. INT. MORNING. Lounge Room-apartment

A messy one bedroom apartment. ADRIEN 28, Caucasian, blue eyes. We see him through in a fishtank distorted. The alarm does off. Adrien rises. Walks over to the fish tank. He looks inside. He's worried. He scoops out a dead goldfish.

ADRIEN 
(SIGHS)

Sorry, Lena.

He strokes the fish and places it in an empty cigarette box. He looks at the clock on the wall. 9.10am. 

ADRIEN

Shit!

CUT TO.

Adrien dressed in a suit. He shoves several animated drawings and a resume into a folio case. The phone rings, it goes onto answering machine. 
  

MONTY V.O

Hey Adro, I'll be down at Maccas this morning, come by. 

Adrien deletes the message. Adrien looks back at his last goldfish (Fatty). 

ADRIEN

Don't die on me mate.  

EXT. Street. Carport.

ADRIEN turns the ignition. The car wont start. He tries again. Nothing. He gets out of the car. Grabs his bike leaning against the fence.

2. EXT. PARK. Morning                   

ADRIEN places the cigarette box inside a small hole. He covers it with dirt. Stands a moment over the grave. A JOGGER stretching gazes over his shoulder. 

Jogger

I gave it up a last year, once it's gone you wont look back.

He pats him on the back and jogs off. Adrian reflects.

3.Int. Midday. Apartment

FLASH BACK:

LENA 26, Tan skin, blonde hair, enters the lounge room. ADRIEN is watching TV. She holds up a plastic bag with two goldfish in front of his face.

LENA

The fat one reminded me of you. 

ADRIEN

This one you then?

LENA (smiling)

Sure.

ADRIEN

I thought you liked cats.

LENA

Fish are less maintenance, like who couldn't
take care of a fish?

Adrien looks at the fish. Smiles.

4. EXT. STreet. morning

ADRIEN cycles down the street. He comes to Mac Donald's and slows down. MONTY 32 short, wigger tracksuit, dark skin, french accent. Sits next to the children's playground with two other men. Monty motions Adrien over.

Monty

I thought you were dead. 

Beat.  

MONTY

Whats up with the suit?

ADRIEN

Job interview.

Monty laughs.

ADRIEN

Cartooning. Hopefully.

Monty stops. Remembers their schoolyard bond.

MONTY

You still do that?

Adrien

(shrugs)

I want to.

Monty taps his coat pocket

MONTY

Treat yourself.

Beat. Adrien is tempted.

ADRIEN

Nah, I gotta get going. 

MONTY

I'll see you around

5. INT. Office. day

ADRIEN sits eagerly in a corner outside the interview room. He swipes his forehead with his sleeve, combs his hair with his fingers. A woman walks out holding a clipboard. 

Office Woman

Your forty minutes late.  

ADRIEN

I know, I've had a rough morning. 

OFFICE WOMAN

Sorry, there won't be an interview today.

ADRIEN

If I could just have a few minutes.

OFFICE WOMAN

That won't be possible.

Adrien grabs her arm.  Desperate.

ADRIEN

I can do this job. Just give me a chance. Please.

6. INT. Night. Apartment

FLASH BACK:


Cut to ADRIEN holding LENA'S arm. Lena, skinny, tired - empties a draw and stuffs a few clothes in a back pack. Hurries to the front door. Adrian, half asleep on the couch stumbles up. He grabs her arm and shoves her inside. 

LENA

You're just so pathetic 

ADRIEN

I'm sick, you bitch! You owe me! 

LENA

I owe you nothing.

Lena storms outside. Adrien notices the draw is open. Adrian checks his draw. Leena's taken his stash.

ADRIEN

Fuck.

He sprints out.

EXT. OUTSIDE. NIGHT.

FLASHBACK CONT.

LENA gets in a taxi. Adrian runs after her. He bangs on the taxi's hood.

ADRIEN

You bitch. Give it back. 

LENA

Keep the fish. 

The taxi drives off. Adrien sees the Neighbours are looking at him in disgust. He feels it. 

7. EXT. PARK. DAY

ADRIEN stands on a bridge. He looks over to where he buried the fish. He hangs his briefcase over the edge and drops it. He picks up his phone and calls MONTY.

8. INT. Apartment. Night 

FLASHBACK:

ADRIEN is high and alone in a bare, run down kitchen. He calls LENA. It goes to Answering machine.

LENA V.O

You've called Lena, I'm busy at the moment ca...

Adrien chucks the phone across the room. It breaks. He falls to the floor. A ticking of a clock drowns out the silence. Adrien gazes at the fish tank. The two fish swim closely side my side. Adrien takes a pinch of bread crumbs of the floor to feed the fish. They Eat. 

INT. Kitchen. Night

ADRIEN carefully places the fish into separate glasses of water. He cleans out the glass. He places rocks carefully in place. He fills it up with water. He picks up Lena's glass. Leena falls into the water. He picks up fatty and drops him in. Adrien stares at the fish. They swim together.

9. INT. NIGHT CLUB TOILET. NIGHT

ADRIEN, nods out, slumped against wall. He's emaciated and high. Music and voices are distorted. Everything is out of focus. Adrien glares at a dose of drugs on the floor beside him. Adrien picks it up with a shaky hand. He closes his eyes as he prepares to take it.

FLASH BACK:

Close up of Adrien laying down. Lena's Blonde hair falls on his face. She kisses him. In her eyes is a reflection of a dirty fish tank. We enter the kitchen, Fatty barley moves, he is dying.

Adrien opens his eyes. He staggers up dropping the drug. 
He walks out of the toilets. He staggers through a crowded nightclub.

10. EXT. Street. NIGHT.

Adrien walks outside into a busy Melbourne street. The lights blind him. He sees a man parking his bike outside a 7Eleven. Adrian runs up to the man, pushes him to the ground and steals it. He rides recklessly through the street. The tire pops, he stumbles off the bike and starts running. Adrien sees a taxi on the corner, a young couple are saying goodbye text to the backdoor. Adrien hopes into the backseat, slams the door shut.

ADRIEN

ELI AVENUE!

11. EXT. STREET.

ADRIEN is getting nervous. He taps his jean pockets for money. The taxi stops at a red light. Adrien opens the taxi door and sprints. He checks back, the Taxi Driver is chasing after him yelling. 

EXT. Night. RAILWAY

ADRIEN turns for a set of train tracks. A Train is approaching. Adrian fails to care. He see's a gap in a fence. He runs through it. Crosses the tracks. The train narrowly misses him. He looks back. The Taxi driver is on the other side of the tracks defeated. 

11. INT. APARTMENT. Early Morning

The fish tank's dirty, Fatty is barely moving. The door Bursts open. Adrian comes to the tank and tries to open the fish food as quick as possible, it falls all over the carpet. He scoops it up with is hand and scatters it on the tank. The fish doesn't move. 

ADRIEN

Swim. 

Finally it nibbles at the food. Adrien falls back to the floor. He looks around his shabby apartment. The broken couch, the missing television, the pile of rubbish, the ticking clock.
12. EXT. Morning. OUTSIDE APARTMENT.

Adrien carries a backpack on his back, and a plastic bag with Fatty swimming inside in one hand. 

He turns and walks into the distance.
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