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DEATH IN THE FAMILY.

BEN MITCHELL

FADE IN:                                            

INT - DAY - LOUNGE ROOM

ALBERT sitting at home in lounge looking distraught.  People start walking out one by one some patting the man on the shoulder.

ALBERT picks up photo.  Looks at photo with wife and dog.

The last person to exit stops and pats man on back.

MAN

Are you going to be okay?

ALBERT wipes his eyes and sniffs.

ALBERT

I don’t know what I’m going to do without her.

It’s going to be so quiet now.

MAN

Well, if you need to talk....

ALBERT

Thanks, but I have some pills somewhere so I might just sleep for a while.

MAN

Don’t get used to those things...you don’t wanna end up a zombie...

ALBERT

At the moment I really don’t care! I just want oblivion...

MAN

Okay buddy, take it easy hey!

Man walk out door shuts.

House is empty and silent.

ALBERT looks at Photo again.  Smiles, then cries and puts head in hands.

Front door handle jiggles.

ALBERT just looks at it.  The jiggling gets harder and harder.  He continues looking at it.

Outside voice comes in.

WIFE

Albert! Albert are you home?

ALBERT just watches the door.

Foot steps fade from front of house and continue around back.  

Albert now faces the back door which is unlocked.

WIFE enters the room.

She sees Alberts face and his sadness she approaches him and gives him a hug.  

WIFE

I came when I heard...are you okay?

Albert just stares at her then brakes into tears.

Wife squeezes him then walks off.

Albert looks at the floor then follows.

INT - BEDROOM

Wife is on the bed staring at the ceiling Albert sits beside her and grabs her feet.  She is looking at the ceiling trying to hold back tears.

WIFE

She is the only one I talked to when you were away you know?

Is your Dad okay?

ALBERT

He’ll survive.  I guess.

WIFE

Have you spoken to him?

Albert

Not really, not yet?

WIFE 

What are you waiting for an invitation?

ALBERT

No just some time to come to terms with it and....

WIFE

Shouldn’t you give him some support god knows Your Brother wont!

ALBERT

Shouldn’t you give me some support? Jesus!

WIFE

Well, he was close to her! It’s his best friend gone!

Did you see the body?

ALBERT

Only when dad found it.

WIFE

Poor thing she had so much life left in her.

ALBERT

Yeah I can remember when she was young and we used to play in the lounge room I used to rough her up then she would run around the house barking mad.

Tears well in Alberts eyes.

He kisses wife’s feet then gets off the bed.

WIFE

What should we do with all her belongings now? 

WIFE walks to shower.

ALBERT

I really haven’t thought about it.

Albert walks to fridge and looks at the dirty dog bowl on the floor.  He gives it a kick gets a beer from the fridge then sits back down and watches TV.

Feels something under him...pulls it out.  Its a leash.  He holds it.

The phone rings.

No one answers it.

It goes to message bank.

Message

Hi guys sorry to here about Princess.  Hope you are okay Bro?

It’s sad she was the best dog in the world anyway I am going to see Dad now I am guessing he is pretty upset about the whole incident and mum can be a bit insensitive you know?

Anyway talk soon BYE.

FADE OUT.

