Black and White                                                                                          
Paulette Kelly 
SETTING : an open plan immaculate modern kitchen and dining room with all the mod cons
SCENE :. Lauren is slim, she is wearing a classy black dress and high heeled shoes.  As she talks on the phone she flits around, setting the table with wine glasses and beautiful crockery. She occasionally sips wine
Lauren: 
Sweet heart, just forget him. You’re a strong beautiful 40 year old woman. Plenty of fish in the sea. Who cares why he did it, he did it! Tell him to fuck off. No second chances. (pause)

(Patronising) Well of course, 20 yrs marriage is a lot to throw away, I understand that. If you think marriage counseling will help and make you feel better then go right ahead. But just let me say if that was me (angry) I’d be burning his stuff, kicking his sorry ass out the door and shagging one of his mates just to piss him right off! Matt knows the score with us, I’ve said it straight from the start you fuck up, and you’re out! (Pause)
Well of course, I’ll support you whatever your decision, I’ll always be here for you.

Now I want you to go and pour yourself a big glass of vino, sit out on your patio and think of all the reasons why you would be better off without him! (Pause)

Love ya too, thinking of you, stay strong, kiss kiss, bye.
Upon hanging up the woman takes a swig of her wine, refills and dials a number
Lauren:
Hi Kelly, (pause)
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Yeah  just got off the phone with her. You are not going to believe this! She is actually making excuses for him, and she’s talking counseling! (pause)
I know, I know, exactly, load of crap. Never thought she was so spineless. (pause)
Great idea! We’ll take her out to dinner, get her drunk, then hit her with what she should do, maybe we could go to a cocktail bar afterwards and find her a yummy man, that will solve it! (Pauses, then laughs)
Yeah we did choose well, we’ve got our men by the balls, even though Matt is driving me up the wall. I swear if he makes me look at one more mustang on the net I’m gunna scream! He doesn’t need my input, just buy it already! I think if he was game enough to have an affair he’d probably check with me first (laughter)
(Pause) 
Of course I have it prepared, steak mignon no less, Matt’s fav (pause)
Sweetie you’ve just got to plan your menus at the beginning of the week like I do! (pause)
Yes I know you work, but I do to, running the household is a full time job, and I’ve got to fit in the gym (pause)
Oh god no I wouldn’t have time for a job, you know what Matt’s like, he’s an old fashioned man, (pauses then laughs)
That’s right and be a mistress in the bedroom, exactly! Alright I better go; he’ll be here any minute
Lauren hangs up phone, swigs her wine and places some flowers on the table. Phone rings and she answers it
Lauren:
Oh hi babe, are you still at work? (Pause, A surprised look )
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You did? Oh no I am excited, what colour is it? Wow a blue mustang (pause) 
I’m happy for you, I just thought you would have talked to me first before you actually bought it (Pause)
Of course not, it’s your money, you work hard for it! So when will you be home? Right ok (pause) 
No nothing you can do about it, it’s just that you have worked late a lot this past week. Is it the Smith account? (pause)

Right, (puzzled look) I thought you said it was all finished last weekend when you went away for that work retreat? (pause)
Yeah loose ends, ok (pause)

(dejected look) Yes, oh of course Tamsin is great to stay and help you!
(Pained look) Umm matt (pause) 
Oh no nothing, I’ll pop your dinner in the microwave. (pause)
Love you too, Bye

Woman places dinner in microwave, picks up her glass walks over, sits at the table and puts her head down into her hands

Lights out
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